
Blue River Quarterly 
Meeting for Business 
April 12, 2025 
 
Attendance: Beth Carpenter (clerk), Dale Gardner (recording), Margie Haworth (treasurer), 
Peter Lasersohn, Sharon Haworth, Grayce Haworth Mesner, Heather Evert, Mike Dennis, 
Mark McGinnis, Selina Miller Forsyth, Jared Forsyth, Fariba Murray, David Wixom 
 

1. Opening with silent worship 
 

2. Treasurer’s Report: See report below. Report accepted. 
 

3. Nominating Committee Report: Dawn Crimson will be clerk. Dale Gardner will 
continue as recording clerk. Margie Haworth continues as treasurer. 

 
4. Spoon River Quaker Meeting requests to be laid down: See emails below. Will be 

moving memberships to other meetings such as Clear Creek. 
Minute: Blue River Quarterly regretfully accepts the proposal of Spoon River to 
be laid down and passes this on to Yearly Meeting for action. The group wishes 
to continue as a worship group under the care of Clear Creek Meeting. Blue 
River Quarterly thanks them for carrying on for all these years and recognizes 
the difficulty of this decision. 

 
5. Macomb Worship Group requests to be laid down: See email below. Blue River 

Quarterly mourns the request to lay down Macomb Worship Group and 
recommends that Clear Creek Meeting settle any final business. 
 

6. Planning Committee for Fall BRQ at DuBois (Sept. 19-21) is needed.  Meeting will 
revisit question of rotating a BRQ session closer to St. Louis or Missouri. 

 
7. Spring 2026 location: BRQ will move to East Bay Camp in Bloomington area again. 

The dates for this gathering will be April 17-19. 
 

8. State of Society Reports 
Bloomington Normal: SoS below. Accepted. 
Clear Creek: SoS below. Accepted. 
Burlington: SoS below. Accepted.  



Macomb: See email below. 
Columbia: SoS below. Accepted. 
Saint Louis: SoS below. Accepted.  
Southern Illinois:  
Spoon River: See emails below 
Urbana Champaign: SoS below. Accepted. 
Springfield: They have a very nice place to worship. 4-5 regular attenders. 
 

9. Other: Blue River Quarterly Meeting thanks Beth Carpenter for her dedicated service 
as clerk. 

10. Closing worship 
 
  



 
  

TREASURER'S REPORT TO BLUE RIVER QUARTERLY MEETING

12-Apr-25

Balance on Hand September 21, 2024: 11,052.11$      

DEBITS

9/21/24 Steve Tamari refund 50.00

10/1/24 DuBois Center - Fall '24 (incl $500 deposit for '25) 7287.90

TOTAL DEBITS 7,337.90   

CREDITS

9/22/24 Fall '24 Fees & Donations 3,626.00   

9/30/24 Interest 4.39           

10/13/24 Donation 558.00       

10/31/24 Interest 4.83           

11/10/24 Donation 250.00       

11/29/24 Interest 3.20           

12/31/24 Interest 3.58           

1/31/25 Interest 3.47           

2/28/25 Interest 3.13           

4/5/25 Spring '25 Fees & Donations 605.00       

TOTAL CREDITS 5,061.60   

Balance on Hand April 12, 2025: $8,775.81

Sep '24 - April '25 Meeting Contributions: Rec contribution: $8/resident adult member

10/13/24 St. Louis $558

11/10/24 Clear Creek $250

4/5/25 Columbia $200

4/5/25 S. IL $50

Proceeds from sale of books:

Sep '24 - April '25 $0.00

Accumulated Total $136.72



 
  



 

 



 
  



 
 
 



 

  



Columbia Friends Meeting 

 
  

State of Society Report 2024 

 

This has been a year of strengthening our meeting and preparation for uncertain 

times to come. Some of these preparations were physical–we decided to replace 

crumbling siding on our meeting house, enlarge our parking area, and install solar 

panels, and our front-yard garden bloomed with life. We also increased our visibility by 

printing kid-designed t-shirts that help us represent our values in the community. Some 

of our preparations were emotional and spiritual. Many of our attenders were active in 

national and state-level elections in November, and have some apprehension about 

what the next few years will bring, but we are determined to stand with people around 

the world in opposition to violence and hatred, as Quakers have done for centuries.  

We continue to offer hybrid meetings on Sundays, welcoming friends from afar 

(Seattle, WA, Jefferson City, MO, Colorado, Kansas, and Michigan). We’ve had visitors 

from other meetings, including Steve Tamari, from St. Louis Friends Meeting, who 

presented about his work opposing genocide in Palestine. We continue to have 

Midweek meetings on Zoom on Wednesdays. Our meeting room is full most First Days, 

with twenty or more people and messages frequently shared. We also had several 

people attend the Blue River Quarterly Meeting in the fall, and it was great to reconnect 

with other Quakers in the region. 

Our First Day School attendance varied, with two to six children attending (ages 

2-12). Kids designed a Quaker t-shirt, helped with the garden, and visited a Catholic 

Church to learn more about other religious traditions. We have a rotation of adults 

regularly teaching in First Day School. We face a challenge in coming years to meet the 

needs of younger kids as well as our teens and tweens who are often busy with sports 

and other activities. The kids join the worship 5 to 10 minutes before the rise of meeting, 

and they love to introduce themselves and share the projects they worked on.  

Our Peace and Social Justice Committee, our Meeting for Learning Committee, 

and our Hospitality Committee are all contributing to the life of the meeting. We revived 

our monthly vigil, with the focus shifting depending on current events. Attender Julia 

Tayon occasionally organizes a “museletter,” which offers us the opportunity to get to 

know each other by answering various prompts or questions. We continue to partner 

with a local Buddhist organization, Show Me Dharma, to provide meals to unhoused 

people six times per year. Additionally, we have had several Fun Nights, with potluck 

suppers, movie nights, and games.  

We were fortunate not to have deaths among our regular attenders this year. Our 

longtime attender Carolyn Doll shared openly her process of moving toward death in her 

mid-nineties.  

We look forward to the new year with hope to build stronger connections with each other 

and trust in our expanding community.  



 
  

 Spiritual State of Society – 2025 - St. Louis Friends Meeting 

 St. Louis Friends Meeting continues to be gathered and active, despite the strains 

 of life in our social and political environment. At times, it seems we are 

 experiencing more gathering because of the outside strains. We have welcomed 

 more visitors to Meeting for worship who seek spiritual support for coping with the 

 turmoil and conflict in the world. At a recent meeting for self-examination, Friends 

 and attenders spoke of meeting for worship as an anchor, a source of support and 

 energy, as well as a place for reflection, forgiving, and peace. Fellowship and 

 hospitality in our after-worship times help deepen our connections. 

 We are deepening our understanding of the Quaker path through monthly book 

 discussions. This winter we have had one group discussing Douglas  Gwyn's The 

 Anti-War: Militant Peacemaking in the Manner of Friends  and its flip-side  Peace 

 Finds the Purpose of a Peculiar People  . Another group  has been discussing 

 Parker Palmer's  On the Brink of Everything: Gravity,  Grace and Growing Old  . 

 These have generated new growth among us. At the same time, we see evidence 

 that we need greater understanding of the value of Quaker practices within our 

 Meeting, which may be the subject of our next Adult Religious Education series. 

 We treasure the presence of our youngest friends, and we continue to seek ways 

 to attract new young friends to Meeting and First Day School. We are grateful for 

 the love and commitment of our First Day School teachers. 

 We are seeing a gap between our perception of the world's needs and our ability 

 to follow a consistent and focused effort for healing. This can lead to friction 

 among us. It also has led to our laying down, our functioning as an overnight 

 shelter on the coldest nights. Our Shelter Committee is working to discern how we 

 can best help the unhoused people in our neighborhood, with the person-power 

 available, and at the same time keeping peace with our housed neighbors. We 

 need prayer and wisdom to understand what commitments we are called to do and 

 what is in our capacity to accomplish. These struggles have on occasion left us 

 with divisions, and we feel a need to deal with them in more supportive ways. 

 We do take a monthly collection for Spirit Sunday supporting a variety of Quaker 

 efforts across the world, and we continue to make office space available for 

 Friends Peace Teams, as well as for the Neighborhood Association's monthly 

 meetings. We ask ourselves, What is our calling and our capacity beyond these 

 efforts? 



 


