State of the Meeting Report: April 1988
Bloomington=-Mormal Monthly Meeting of Friends

Bloomingten-Mormal meeting has experienced a wvear of gquiet growth and
change., Our meeting=s for worship have been varied. Some are entirely
2ilent, while others are rich with messages, Many members think that “we
are in better spiritual shape;” others Took for a different type of
spiritual experience, which we seem unable to provide., We continue to
enjor the warmth of meeting in each others” homes, but are ¥eenly aware of
the Timitaticons this arrangement entails. I+ we should become too
successful at outreach, most of our homes will be too small for meeting.
At the same time, we are aware that the loss of even one family can
diminitsh our numbers significantly. dne member savs, "A meeting of this
size teeters on the edge of growth or extinction.”

For instance, Phillip and Cheryl Young and their children left Mormal
in December to pursue new opportunities inm Port Angeles, Washinagton,

While we miss them, we are happy that they seem to be thriving in their
figte community,

However, we have happily welcomed new members and attenders intoc our
group: Beth and Pawl Schobernd and their bovs are Macomb’s loss and cur
gain; Emily Dunn Dale, a long-time Friend, has become active in our
meeting; new attender Dana Dooler has Joined us often for worship., e
have had visits from other seekers, one of whom has made a return visit,
e appreciate the vitality the visits have added to our meeting. With
our complex schedule of "big" and "small” meetings at different homes, we
are not as prepared as we would like to be to welcome wvicitors
properly-—either with Friendly information +1vers or with an sasily
predictable tocation for the next meeting; we hope that visitors feel
welcomed into our group nevertheless,

Because some of our homes are too small to contain meeting and two
Sunday School classes, we continue to have Sundar School on first, third,
and +ifth Sundars only. We no lenger have Sunday School for our teens,
but we are tr¥ing & new ciass configuration for the vounger children.

Other activities together have enriched the life of the meeting. Ide
have held two sharing sessicons on the environmental concerns raised by
IYM, e have begun a series of discussions aon Guaker history and beliefs,
with guidance from the "Guakerism 101" syliabi provided by Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting.

Finally, meeting has established a2 committee of clearness and support
for Mathan Treadwar, who is confronting the issue of military reqistration
as he reaches his eighteenth birthday. After one meeting with the
committee, Mathan has gained some new perspectives, and the rest of usz
have gained a heightened awareness of how we influence our children as
they grow up.

G/23/ ¢



t/rs

(How brief will be our reportl!l)

The Meeting for Worship continues to be a source of
inspiration to the weekly attenders and the interchange of
conversation in the time immediately following the guiet
hour seems a time for members to draw close together, learn-
ing of the activities individuals are undertaking.

We have a new member, Jack Fairweather (a communica-
| tions person in local radio work.)

Our Meetings for Business are attended by only a
very few faithful persons, who are really carrying the load
of the responsibility of Monthly Meeting.
By Helen Jean HNelson
Member Ministry & Counsel
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State of Socisty Report, LZPE7-HS

St. Lowrs Meligious Society of Friends
St Lowis MO

ez wer had anobher vear of growing closer tnirough worship,  Commsan
gttorts to meet the nesds of others arouard the world, mhar e
atfection and +fun. romntinued conversation about differences. and
mutual suppord in Ouwr sorrows and happiness,

We held memorial services +or btwo dear friends. Earol Hekas and
Feaihel Stalnaker,

e mumber of childran an owr meeting continues to  incraasa, t o
G e Eat Jov. We welocomed gight new babiles last vear and thres
thys wear, U newesh arrivals are David Christooher Sachs, son
ob Jdudy andd Dwailn Sachss Magoia Molongo.,  dasughter of Moabtabta anag
Faebwoooa Fhalongog and Benjamin Mullan Bovles, son of Diang Hullan
Bovlies and David Hovles,

We waelcomad new aenbers Gail  Aoberts, Melisss Mever.,  Sona
Launspach, HManse Mullan Bovies and  Stetan Boylaes, Margareat
Fatran)ces transterread membarshio from Durbam.  dMorth Carolina,
arnd Gale Toko transterred membership from University Mgeting 1n
Smattle, MWashington.

meEet ing approved and happily agresd to overses Lhe mareiacges
Steve Relkazs and Linda Armstrong. and the marriage of Margaret
branides and Harry Desroches.

e ad wes™ &l programs and activities  which fostered our
spLrlitual growbh. The Advanocemant Commibtee sponsored "Frisnodly
| o A, numbear il salaecltad tepdges sl A
L s by arncd “Spiriteal Pathst, for the purposs o9
@mal L aroup discussions and learning. The Advancamant Commitiees
HETRR TN our tall o reteeat, el ol al Camp T ambiey, (=]a] ol R T
sub ject of community. Our spring retreat, sponsored Jjointly by
the Advancemsnt Commil btes and the Ministry and Caring Committes,
mas  PReld st the Thompson Centear. ol as Grvnn, author of
by DR o Feoragse  Fox,
prasanted the progeam, speaking about early Friemds’ history  and
the apocalvptic core o+ Fouw = gnderstacdiog of Christ.

S L0 (i)

l vpEe

With the 1norease an our birth rate, we have felt an even
slFoanger vmpetus than aver to involve children meaninodolly 16
our commuenity and at the same time to be responsive to  memboers
o find children s noise disruptive at meetings for worship. We
bz e fiaed three foruams  on chidlad-irel ated topics. We have
grperimented with two "Children and Sdulit” meetings for worshiilp.
whioh consisted of singing, tol lowed by zilent worship, followed
v pames. Wi w1 ld continue discussion and new  programs oan

connection with this issua,

lMeen Fraoends particioated in two retreats, Thres tesns attenced



1Eored by Thie Lyl Yoath

"Huake" in Chicaon on Januwary -3 spor
ift March, the tesns  had

w1 oht Ciomind tbeme, More regently,
theitr own retreat  during ©he week-end o the adult  sprinog

el ast. First Dav School. Lthe tesenz are focusinog on e
study of Faath 3 act . ancl cilscussions of how Chelr Loaker
wa d L s

L  abtenders’ dinner was a2 popolar event, A umual . B o e
niaht  during the yvear. we made a sharp distinction betwesn
mEmbar s Al attenders; mEmbers enjoved preparing & meal +
attenders, and  the latter had the fun of being pampered.
ptterwards, threse members spoke miovingly about the meaning  The
moclety  of Friends has for them and then answered guesstions from
e auddl ence.

(QurEQﬂL

(\ We continued Lo work on s=ocial issues like gun contral . pILS0on

—FE e, prevantion  of  hounger . refabilitation of  oriminal
pffenders, oonflict resclution, support for refudgess, DEovision
tat inftormation about alternatives to military service. work for
AFEC, and fund raising for Friepds organizations,

The annoal Eazter breaktaszst and the annual Chraistmas zale fonr
g@rwvica @ach combined  the  wse of Friends’ talents with an
cppartunity Lo raise money for Friends concerns. Two  special

bk f s Faised tunds to relocate s Salvadorar family  From &
laran reduges camp to thear former home in Bl Salwvador, and to
port Birll Ramsey 1n going te El Salvador with the Inter-Faith
mmlttes on Socon@aniaent,

Ples o o Sur agsnda iz Blue River Guarterlw., FiE wWE Wl be thils
State o Society Report. we look foreward to meeting sand sharing

With Frisnds, tearing e news of your year.

Submitted by Leslie Stuart and Ann Mopd
L
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