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STATE OF THE MEETING

Decatur Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends

June 1987

Decatur Friends are rebounding from a period of
guiescence and low religious activity. The pressure of work,
family, and community service wears on us individually and
prevents some of us from gathering often in meaningful
worship. One of our small number has left Meeting in the
sense that she no longer worships with us regularly. We are
saddended that she did not find religious fulfillment in the
Meeting, but we are happy that she now feels spiritually
ranewsed, and that she still loves us and wants to remain
connectaed with the Meeting.

On June 18, we held a "threshing session” to consider
the question of the Meeting's direction over the next few
months. One consideration was laying down the Meeting. Our
Clerk, Milli Protzman, asked each of us to share a personal
statement about what the Meeting and @Quakerism means in our
lives.

Each of us declared our loving feelings for each other
and a commitment to Quaker worship and the religious life of
our Meeting. As one put it, the thought of laving down the
Meeting filled her with too much sadness to contemplate.

We recognized our failings, as well as our strengths.
Our Meetings for Worship are not as often gathered or as
Light-inspired as we would like. We have let down our
children and ourselves in religious education.

As for our strengths, one of our members saw a “certain
core of goodness in the Meeting that is truly spiritual.” We
still contribute financially and significantly to community
concerns, as much or more than some small churches. Although
we don’t advertise or proselytize our faith, we do not hide
it either: By example and when asked, we let our neighbors
and acquaintenances know we are GQuakers.

And finally, as a result of our threshing, there came a
new commitment to our religious education. We will start
small, with one member taking responsibility for an adult
First Day School session once a month, beginning in
September. We are scheduled with volunteers through March of
19888.
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