‘" T0 BLUE RIVER QUARTERLY MEETING, OF ILLINOIS YEARLY MEETING

OF TWE RELIIIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS:

I provosse the Quarterly lasesting approve the encleosed Minutes,
granting them the authoxrity to meet @s s=tablished Manthlvy Meatings,
witw membarshiv in thils Quarter and the Illinois Yearlv Mzeting of
the Scociety of Friends,

ECATUR

The Decatur group has been meeting together under the direct en-
couragmment of the Contlnulng Committee of the Yearly Meeting.

They hzve organized thelr gronwp with 2 Clerk, Xenneth Tompkins,

and have submitted a 1list of members, all of whom will be transfarg
from other Monthly Meetinga. A sperisl meeting was held in July

in which I particlipated ard the over-z1l business structure of the
Yearly Meeting was dlscussed. They have considered a2t length

thelr request to he s Monthly Meeting and I helieve they understand
the resnonsibilities it antails.

COLUMEIA

The Friends in Columkia, Mo., heve alsoc had = group worshin for

more then a year. They, too, have consldersad at great length the
'Preparative Meeting atatus! and the '"Wonthly Mesting status'.

Ther heve had counsel from 3t. Louls Friends and Frisnds in the
Missouvrl Valley Conference., It was at thelr request that a rep-
resentative commlittee of the Yearly Meeting, including the clerk

of Blue River Quarter amd myself, metfﬁ%fﬁﬁﬁ“€§ﬁ£¥f%%%mﬁf Columbia
Friends while all were at Columbia in Juns. The committes structure
and relatlonship to the Yearly Meeting and Quarterly Mseting were
discussed iIn full--to the satisfaction, I believe, of all present.
They, too, have compiled a membership list. Those who will be new to
the Soclety of Friends have been "GQuizzed and instructed" so Priends
may feel easy of their understanding of the "Quaker Way of Life".

Since I am speaklng on behalf of both groups, may I add that each

was encoursged to have a2 committee on Minlstry « Corunsel and s Recorder
plus the Clerk (whish they had 2lready both named) as part of their
Initial appointmenta. Both groups have been working congregately

in service projscts. TFinanelsl contributions to the Yearlvy Meeting
will bte zent to the Quarterly Meeting Tressurer for forwarding, but
both groups are reluctant at thls time to accept any responsibility for
'work' assignments since they are obviously prettv fully occupled

wlth thelr respective local needs. They are familiar with "Falth

& Practice" (of Philadelphia Y.M. as approved by Ill, Y.M,) and

have an enthusliasm that should be of value in the zemkinxihy contin-
ulty of a2 small Meeting.

It i1z with confidence and praverful love that I comment! to you

the Decatur WMonthly Msetlng and the Columbia Monthly Meeting of
the Soclety of Friends!

Felen Jean Nelson
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