MINUTES OF THE BLUE RIVER QUARTERLY MEETING OF FRIENDS

Meeting a2t Bloomington, Tth Day, 2nd Mconth Tth 1957

The Meeting for Business was preceded at 1:00 o'clock
by a meaningful perilod of worship

The Meeting for Business was opened by Martin Cobin, Clerk
of the Quarter, with 55 Friends present representing each
Monthly and Freparstive feeting 1n the Quarter, visiting
Friends, attenders and Friends of the Friends. Present
weret

Chamnsaign-Urbana: St. Louis:

Francis Weeks Suganne Wickes
Dorothy Weeks Fhoebe Anderszon
Anne Weeks Shella White
Rachel Weller Lawrence Hollowell
Robert Beach Dorothy Anderson
Sabron Reynolds
Margaret Rausch Bloomington-Normal :
Fremo Tasso Enlly Scott
Marion Freeman # John Scott
Martin Cobin i Clark Bouwmsan
Patricia Bouvwman
Clear Creek: James Elder
Eneretia Frankliln Rachel Elder

Carl Andreas
Carol Andreas
Rlchard Andress
Warren Quensel
Pearila: . ' Margaret Quensel
Cecil Smith Dorothy Banfill
Willism Witte Cerl Levine
Maurine Witte ; Augusta Levine
David Sharp Alice Wil son % Attenders
Ruth Smythe Thelma Force-
Cherles Harker Myrtle Byrd
El eanor Harker Rebert Byrd

Helen el son
Martha Mills
Albert M111s
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It was a pleasure to wWelcome visltors among usi Barnard
Clausen, fromsthe Religlous Educatlon Committee of Friends
General Conference; George, Ellzabeth and Carocl Watson from
57th Street Meeting in Chicago; John Standing, who 1s now
living In Champalgn-Urbana and zccompsnied Friends from the
Champaign-Urbana Meeting; and five friends visited us from
among those who Were previously assoclzted with the bMeetlng
at Benjaminville which was laid down a number of years ago.
The latter visitros were: Mildred Harrls, Reymond Senjamin,
Luella Parker, hfgéée Bedell and Mr., and Kra. George Coale.

After introductions, the Clerk c¢slled for the State of
the “eeting reports from edch of the Meetlngs assenbled.
The written reports from Champs lgn-Urbsna, St. Louls and
the Bloomlngton-Normal Preparative Meetlngm =re o'izched,
Verbal renorts Were received from ocur Clear Creek 2nd

Feoria Meetings.



Reparting for Clear Creek Meeting, Lucretia Frenklin
Indicated satisfactlon with thelr Meetings for Worship
and First DE¥ School end noted partlculerly the active
Young People's group in the Meeting.

Reporiing for the Peorla Meeting El eanor Harker informed
Friends that the Peorla Meeting is now convening regulsarly
each Flrst Day 1ln the home of William and Maurine Witte,
Peorla Friends are concerned about several questiions which
they hope to be zble to discuss in the course of thls ses-
slon of Quarterly Meeting. These guestions relate to pro-
blems of membershlp and the procedures by .whick and then
pace at whlch changes can be brouzht a2bout in Meetings. As
enumerated, thesze questions inelude:

1) Membership - Procedure for attaining membership

2) Vocal Ministey - How meke this increasingly vital.

3) Organization - How much organization and what kind

does a small Meetling need. Should organization
and appointments to offices be reviewed regularly.

4) What is_the best time for Meeting?

5) Should Pusiness Meeting follow Meeting for Worship -

or be held separately?

6) How cope wilth the problem of First Day School in a

; gmall Meeting,
Lucretia Franklin observed that the answers to many of these
questions ¢an be found in our Faith and Practice.

Both Peorla and Clear Creeck Meetings indicated that they
would welcome more visitors to their meetinzs from other
Mcetings in the Quarter. - s

Satlsfaction was noted.wifh the reports from the Monthly
Meetings and Friends were asked to express concerns they
Wished to bring before the Quarterly Meeting.

It was suggested B Albert Mills that announcements and
reports of Quarterly Meeting sesslons be sent to "Friends
Journal, Approved.

Lucretls Franklin, as Chairman of Yearly Meeting Commit-
tee of Ministers and Overseers, 1laid before Friends assemnbled
the thinklng of the Committee on Ministers and Overseers with
regspect to the writing of a new Falth and Practice for IT3li-
nols Yearly Meetinz. The Commitfee of Ministers and Overgsers
1s deslrous that Friends consider and discuss in their %eet-
ings the wlsdom of adopting as the Discipline for I1linois
Yeorly Meeting the Discipline prepared and sdopted by
Philadelphia Yearly Meseting. This Discipline would bhen be
accompanied by an "Order of Business", outlining particuler
procedures of I1linois Yeerly M-eting, together with a brilef
history of Illincls Yearly Meetling since its founding in 1873.
#AlEert—iridla guestioned the date noted for the foundine—of—
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George .atson brought before Friends information concern-
ing the formatlon of a Friends Committee on Lecisletion in
Chicago, to serve Frilends in the Stete of I11inoils, znd DEr—
haps those in Wisconsin. This office would coonerate closely



with the Friends Committee on National Legisglztion =nd take
inltiative, 2s way opens, in matters of State 2nd local
leglisleatlve concern in thls area. Preliminary explorsiions
Haue .encouraged Friends to go forward, The goal is a budget
of 88,000 for the first year, with an immediate goal of %3500
beforelMgy, Wilmer Cooper, of the FCNL, will meet with in-
terested Friends in Ghic%*a on Friday May 15th and uhﬂ decision
will be made at that time as to whether it will be wise to
establlish this program., On Masy 18-19 the Executive Committee
of the FCHL will hold its regular meeting in Chilcago,

lartin Cobin expressed concern for Friends Peace Testimony.
OQur peesce testimony has come to be too much of an individual
concern, left for Friends to follow or not as they will,
Should not this testimony mean that we create an atmosphere
in which the peace testimony 1s virtually assumed? While
there would be respect for those who deviate from this testi-
mony, 1t would be made clear that such a devistion 1sg, in
" fact, a separation from Friends' way of 1ife. We have not
created gn atmosgphere of this kind. It should be a3 clesr
to Frlends that they must foreswear war as it 1lsz that thev
must foresvear slavery., :

Albert Mills expressed concern that Friends provide firmer
and more extensive support for Friends' Misslonsry enterprises.
He asks Quarterly Meeting to take this concern to Yearly Meetina.

Francls Weeksg offered support for Albert Mills' concern.
We are not a prnvinnial" Yearly Meeting.We should recognlize
our responsibility for "outreach". 'He mentioned Friends' work
in AFrica and Hmory Reese and the need for greater knowl edge
concerning this work,

Lucretla Franklin mentloned the need for personal concern
to participate in Friends' outreach, It is not a2 matter of
money alone. . Without this personal concern, gestures of moral
and financiel support would be meaningl ess,

Phoebe Anderson informed Friends of her hope to participate
in Friends' outreach. In a year or two she would like to make
hergelf available for Frlendly visitation under zuspices of
Friends Vorld Gnmmittee.

John Stpnding who has recently moved among Frlends of the
Champaign-Urbana i eeting, mentioned his recent attendance at
Chicago Quarterly Meeting at Evanston and the concerns expres-
sed there by visiting Friend Irving Morrilssett of Purdue Unl-
verslty and other Friends, A partlculsr concern was expressed
for the need of communication --- among Friends here =t home,
not only to Afrieca,.

After some discussion as to the n=ed, the “inutes of the
previous Quoerterly Meetilng were read and, after correctlon,
were ADCCVED,

= ERCIEE " - - T s 4 - P T o P
FPleosul'e map eXxprisged at having friendas smons; us from the

eratvhile Ben)lominville Megting.



A concern vwas expressed to thank Friends of the ZBloom-
ington-lormal Preparative Meeting for the arrangements thet

L

had been made for the Quarterly lieetling., Az-roved,

After a few moments of quiet worship the Meeting for
Business rose,.
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