MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BLUE RIVER
QUARTERLY MEET ING OF ILLINOIS YEARLY
MEETING -- held in Chmwpaign, Illinois
Second Month 7, 1953

The Quarterly Meeting of Blue River Quarter, Illinois yearly
Meeting, opened with silent worship st 2:05 p.,m., Second Month T
1953, in the World Friendship Room of McKinley Foundation, Cham-
palgn, Illinois, The minutes of the previous quarterly meet ing wers
read by the recording clerk, Francls Weeks, and were approved,

The following representatives were present:

Clear Creek
ILacretla Franklin
Helen Jean Nelson
Anne Mary Wilson
Albert Mills
Martha Mills

St. Louis

Phoebe Anderson
Marcia Bauer
Walter Bguer

Doris Fridley
Marvin Fridley

Jean McClelland
Randolph MeClelland
Suzanne Potter
Wolfgang Thron

Peorla

Eenneth DeSelms
Norms DeSelms
Elegnore Harker

Urban&-ﬂhsmgaigg
Frances Beer
John Beer

Edne Benesch
Samiel Benesch
Nancy Brewster
Robert Brewster
Grace Fogg

John Fogg
Marion Freeman
Jack Eerridge
Janet EKerrildge
Wilbur Luce
Bruce Meserve
Gertrude Meserve
Allice Russell
Elson Sims
Christine Stanfield
Francis Weeks
Rachel Weller

Welcome visitors from Fox Valley Qusarterly Meeting were
Alice Fliterasft, Harold Fliteraft, Erna Lowenburg, Eursh Msasrshall,
Howard Marshall =- all of 57th Street Meeting, Chicago ==~ and
Inella Fliteraft from Osk Park Monthly Meeting.

State of Soclety Reports

Urbana=fhempeign snd St. Louis presented written reports

whieh are sttasched to these minutes.

Clear Creek and Peoris

gave their reports orsally, summaries of which are sttached.

Wolfgang Thron felt that thereports are more useful to the
Monthly Meeting then to the Quarterly Meeting, but Grace Fogg
pointed out that they are of use to the Quarterly Meeting slso,
Alice Russell suggested that the principal value of the report

liea in the discusaion which follows,.

Erns Lowenburg was con=

cerned over the lack of mention of the problems of consclentlious

objectors in the reports,

(John Beer reported that a C. 0.

counseling service 1s available tor students at the Unlversity

of Illinois,)
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Bruce Meserve, Clerk of the Quarterly Meeting, asked if State
of Soclety reports should be in writing? Samuel Benesch suggested
that 1t be left up to the Monthly Meeting when and how to prepare
reportz. Nancy Brewster recommended that Meetings wishing to sub-
mit written reporta should do so snd that the reports should be
attached to the mlnutes. Orsl reports should be equally acceptable
a?d should be summarized by the recording clerk and included 1n the
minutes.

The followling minute was read =nd spproved:

Blue River Quarterly Meeting welcomes State of Socilety
Reports from its constltuent monthly meetings. If
these reports are wrltten, they will be attached to the
minutes of the Quarterly Meeting. If these reports are
presented orally, they will be summarized by the record-
ing elerk, reviewed by the monthly meeting representsa-
tive making the report, and attached to the minutes.

Minute Book

The clerk requested suthorization of payment of $10.37 for a loose-
leaf minute book. The meeting approved.

Martha Mills snnounced that the treassurer's book of the o0ld Blue
River Quarterly Meetling has been presented to Harold Flitcraft.
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Next Querterly Meeting ¢ T el oA

: There was considersble discussion of possible days, dstes, and
places for the next meeting of the Blue River Quarter. Some sug-
gested the possibllity of meeting on Sunday, or Saturday evening
with a carryover to Sunday. Others felt that a Sunday meeth g
would not allow time for discussion periods in addition to business,
Both Clear Creek and Peoria Frliends offered to be hosts of the

next meeting. The two detes discussed were April 25 and May 2.
Harold Fliteraft pointed out that Fox Valley Quarter would be
meeting April 25, =nd that we might want to avold holding our
meeting on the ssme day. It was the final decision of the Meet-
ing to hold the next meetink of Blue Rlver Quarter at Peorils,
Illinois, on April 25, -

Young Friends Conference

Elson Sims, es convenor of young Friends for Illinoim Yearly
Meeting, presented a proposal to invite ten young Friends from
England and Europe to attend the Young Frlends Conference at Guil=-
ford College in August. TIllinois Yearly Meeting and Western Year-
ly Meetlng are invited to entertain one of these young Friends.
The propossl is for the two yearly meetings to provide travel ex-
penses for one young Friend, to appoint two Friends to travel with
him throughout the area of the yearly meetlings, and to accompany
him to Guilford., The eatimsted cost 1s $§500,.

Eursh Marshall said that Fox Valley Young Frlends plan to
prrticipate in the project. Nancy Brewster felt thaet thls was
g-.wapthwhile project. After discussion the followlng minute wes

approveds:
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Blue River Quarter wishes to express interest in and
approval of the proposal of the Friends Fellowship
Council and the Friends World Committee to bring
several European Friends to the Young Friends Con-
ference at Guilford College, North Carolina, in Aug-
ust. Prior to the Conference ea¢h European Young
Friend will visit a yearly meeting area under the
sponsorship of the yearly meeting's young Friends,
The Yearly Meetlng will have the responsibility of
providing one or two young Friends to accompamy the
visitor and to provide $400 for travel expenses.
Illinois Yearly Meeting and Western Yearly Meeting
will share one visitor.

Blue Eiver Quarter would like Elson Sims to initiate
correspondence with Glenn Reece of Westemrmn Yearly
Meeting to sce how cooperation with them can be ar=
ranged, then to comminicate with the monthly meet-
ings of Illinois Yearly Meeting to find out what might
be their contributions to the project,

Senate Cloture Rule

Albert Mills brought before the meeting his concern for the
cloture rule in the United Stabes Senate. Wolfgang Thron suggested
that the maetter wes too political for Priends to act on as asmeet=-
ing and that he would spprove individusl letters to senators.

Grace Fogg felt that such individual asction would be more effective,
although John Fogg expressed the opinion that our letters should

be saved for more important concerns. It wes the feeling of the
meeting that no offlclal actlon should be taken by the meeting but
that concerned Frlends should be urged to write their senstors.

Guaker Homes in Vienns

Eleanore Herker presented a request from the Internstionsl
Quakerhilfe for funds to operste two Quaker homes in Vienna. Need-
ed is $140, The Meeting instructed representatives to carry this
concern back to their monthly meetings, :

Frlends Intelligencer

Martha Mills requested that the meeting suthorize the treas-
urer to send §5 to the Friends Intelligencer Associates. The Meet-
Ing spproved. Harold Flitecraft urged that, in addition to the con-
tribution from the meeting, individusl Friends support the Intelli-
gencer by becomling assocletes. Such contributions may be made
through Horstlo Wood, Treasurer of the Qusrterly Meeting.

Hospltallty

Wolfgeng Thron expressed appreclstion for the hospitality pro-'
vided by the Urbane-Chsmpsign Monthly Meeting, =nd thes Meeting -
spproved the following minute:

Blue River Quarterly Meet ing thenks the Urbsna-Chem-
pelien Meeting far 1its hospltelity and expresses appre-
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ciation for the work of those Friends who planned the
Quarterly Meeting progrem and took care of the necess=ary
arresngements.

After a period of sllence for worship, the meeting adjourned at 4:10
le'
= 4
PG v imrn
STATE OF SOCIETY REFORT «- CLEAR CREEEK

The Report from Clear Creek was presented orally. Repre-
sentatives should not only tell Quarterly Meeting sbout Monthly
Meeting activities but should take pains to report back to Monthe
ly Meetings what happened at Quarterly Meeting. A concern was ex-
pressed that we avoid stereotyped State of Society reports and
that the Monthly Meeting not wrangle over the wording of the report s.
Clear Creek Friends find it difficult to assess spiritual trends
over as short a period as a quarter, 1t 1s essler to do over a
period of a year. Monthly Meeting activitles reported Included =
visit to Clear Creek Meeting by John Willard, a"mitten tree" as
part of the children's Christmes program, "Family Day" at First-
Day school, znd =n interchurch Christmas pasgaent., The month of
Jenuary was devoted especlally to the collectlon of clothing for
AFSC, Meetings and First-Day School are well attended.

STATE OF SOCIETY REPORT -- PEORIA

o Peorla Monthly Meeting slso presented an orsl report. Peoria
Friends find it difficult to get scattered familles together. The
time of Meeting for Worshlp has been chsnged to First Day evening,
end Meetings for Business were not held during the past quarter.
Eleanore Harker reported on the sssistance which ahe and her husband
have been giving a student from Africa.

STATE OF SOCIETY REPORT -- ST. LOUIS

: Qur meeting in St., Louis 1s lmppy to have three new members
added to 1td family, Frenk Burnham, end Walter and Marcdea Bauer,
They are to be presented coples of the Boo k of Discipline, ot tle
suggestion of the Advancement Committee.

Marvin snd Dorils(Spruss) Fridley were married in a lovely
ceremédny in Grahem Chapel at Washington University on December Z20.
On December 21, St. Louis Friends were sorry to hemr of the passing
of Rebeccs Beard st her home in Florida. She willl be missed not
only by close friends, but by those who knew her threw her books,
lectures snd her life.

The three First-Day School groups are well sttended, with the
system of rotating teachers each month. The newly-organized nur-
sery group, with children to the age of four, mekes 1t possible
for more mothers to attend meeting. The pre-schoolers, from four
te seven are led in the knowledge of Jesus with stories, plectures,

snd relsted asctivities. The junior cless, from nine to twelve, sare
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presently studylng early Hebrew heroes, and constructing a mep to
correlate with their stories.

The study group continues to meet every other week, with the
topic of Testimonies and Practices of the Soclety of Friends by
Jane Rushmore, We find roteting leadership satisfactory, and even
if the attendance 1s sometimes small, the discussion 13 lively.

Tentatlve plans sare being mede, through the Des Moines Regional
AFSC Office for an Intern in Industry project to be located in St.
Louls this summer. - Although the problem of getting housing for
the students may be difficult, we hope that the project will mater-
1alize,

The newsletter which sprears once s month, is sent to distant
Friends =ss well as those in and nesr the city, and seversl have ex-
pressed appreciation at receiving it.

Paragraph from Friends World Conference General Episitle: We
believe the responsibility is leid upon each individusl Friend in .
our world family, to meke 2 new. "Holy Experiment" in practlical living,
Our vocation may find its chief emphsasis in our meetings for wor-
gship; 1In living a better family life; in re-thinking our pe =onal
standards of comfort and possessions; in working for peesce in the
politicel sphere, in the fields of economie or racisl conflict, or
in the day-to-day contascts of all of us. Ve must each begin just

where we are.
==Jean McClelland

STATE OF SOCIETY HEPQORT -- URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

The new quarters in Hillel Foundation have proved to be most
satisfactory 1n giving us muchsneeded privacy, self regulation of
our schedule, and room for all desired sctivities. It has also been
born in upon us that perhaps some of the nolse at McEKinley Foun-
detlon where we used to meet was of our own masking. However we
have sppointed ushers to keep the noise down durilng Meeting for
Worship and we feel that this has greatly fadilitated a truly
gailent atmosphere for worship.

During the past quarter the attendaence at our Meeting has been
good and has been sugmented by the consistent attendance of a num=-
ber of non-members.

The adult c¢lass or Forum has been recently working on a
planned schedule dealing with the History of Christianity with par-

ticular emphasés on the History of Quekerism. Our lesders are
chosen entirely from the Meeting., This Forum 1is at present a con-
cern becsuse of poor sttendence and seeming lack of interest in the

toples.

Twentv-one children sre enrolled in the four First-Day School
classes whgch.maet concurrently with the Forum et 10:00. The gcti-
vities of the children rsnge from storles and hendwork smong the
younger children to a study of the 0ld Testsment with the older
ehildren. The Meeting supports a ten year old Polish boy under
the Foster Parents! Plan for War Children. The teachers of the
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First-Day School sttempt to further a warm relstionship between
our children end their foster brother by means of letters, snap
shots, birthday and Christmas gifts. The teachers feel a nsed
for regular meetings to help them clarify their aims and to work
out an overall program for the achievement of them. Before the
opening of Flrst-Day School in September each teacher attempted
to make =a call at the home of each of hils individual pupils. We
have a concern that children of the various asges betlhelped to par-
ticipate in silent wordhip. A concern has also been expressed as-
to whether 1t is advissble or inadviszable to foszter prepared
ministry to the children during the first part of the Meeting for
Worship before they leave for the -project period. While the mem-
bers of the Filrst-Day School Committee are sware of many lacks

end of much room for improvement they feel that children take =
gemilne pleassure in coming to First-Day School end that in this
we have excellent and promising ground upon which to tuild,

Bhile some of our Meetings for Worship have glven clear in-
dication of spiritual growth and renewal others have lacked in
spiritual depth. One evidence.of this has been thst some members
who do not minister to the group vocally are glso falling to min-
1ster to the group silently. All members of the meeting should
be aware of the need for individua-l preparation before the Meeting
for Worship. :

We were fortunste this past querter year in obtaining the
benefits of incressed intervisitation smong our members and attend-
ers and thought 1s being given to ways to deepen fellowship in the
Meeting. The significence is not only in the greater number of
oppertunitlies to be with each other but even more in the spirit

which has moved this activity. It 1s =2 heslthy sign that the Over-

seers have been actively aided by other members in this work, A
particular concern is felt for studenty, Queker in elther affili-
ation or sympathy; so far we have been unsueccesaful, however, in
planning sctivities to Interest them on the group level. We hope
that having them to dinner in small groups will help us to contact
these students.

Our sttempts et intervisitation with the churches of Vermilién
Grove Quarter have progressed slowly. We hope to ineresse visit-
ation with both Blue River Quarterly snd Vermillon Quarter. '

To help e¢larify our thinking end to broesden the bssis on which

" we might share in thé& rededication of those who went to Oxford our

"Iittle Oxford Conference” was held on the weskend of November 22,
-23%rd, Glenn Reece spoke on the Mesting for Worship roundtaebles and
George Bent on the theme of Race Relstions. Group study of the
booklets in preparation for the World Conference and the speclal
issue of the Intelligencer gave partlcular value to the discussion
period, after each talk. We celebrated the tercentenary of Quaker-
ism in our own community with a tes on the Sunday afternoon of the
conferende, We were fortunate to have two Friends from Clear Cresk
serving in Quaker costume. The attendance was good and 1t was espe-
cially pleasant to see Friends from other meetings of Blue River

Guarter,

The committee of Overseers has been considering the meaning of
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membership 1n our meeting and the structure and duties of 211 Meeting
committees and officers. A more equitable sharing of expenses 1s
being sought for within our meeting.

Our three study groups contlinue to keep the spiritual 1life of
the meeting vital and to make our soclal relations with each other
of grester depth but whlle persons of like minds work most easily
together there 1s stlll need for sharing smong the groups.

The Meseting 1s stronger but 1t has cohstant need of your
prayera and the guidance of God.
-=-Grace Fogg, Chairmen
Ministry and Counsel



