
Blue River Quarterly 
Dubois Center, Dubois, IL 
Sept. 23-25, 2011 
 
Meeting for Business, Sept. 24, 2011, 3:30pm 
 
Present: Dawn Amos, Dawn Rubbert, Margaret Katrinides, Fariba Murray, Alice Allison (support 
for Jean-Marie Barch, workshop leader), Margie Haworth, Sean West, Michael Batinski, Chris 
Goode, Neil Mesner, Grayce Mesner, David Wixom, Debra Alwardt, Steve Tamari (recording).  
 
1. Friends approved the Nominating Committee’s selection of David Wixom as clerk, 
Margie Haworth as treasurer, and Steve Tamari as recording clerk though the spring 
meeting of 2013.  

2. Margie Haworth presented the treasurer’s report:  
 

TREASURER'S REPORT TO BLUE RIVER QUARTERLY MEETING 

September 24, 2011      

Balance on Hand Apr 13, 2011:  $5,188.68   

DEBITS      

4/17/11 Camp Cilca Spring '11  2,194.00 

5/9/11 Duneland Friends - F Freire don. 200.00 

  
TOTAL 

DEBITS  2,394.00 

CREDITS      

4/20/11 Spring '11 Fees & Donations  910.00 

5/9/11 Spring '11 Fees & Donations  80.00 

6/30/11 Interest    2.44 

7/11/11 Spring '11 Fee & U-C Donations 197.00 

8/31/11 Donations   190.00 

9/18/11 Fall '11 Fees & Donations  1,161.00 

9/22/11 Fall '11 Fees & Donations  296.00 

  
TOTAL 

CREDITS  2,836.44 

Balance on Hand September 24, 2011:  $5,631.12   

Apr '11 - Sep '11 Meeting Contributions    

7/11/11 U-C  $140   

8/31/11 S. IL  $50   

8/31/11 Clear Creek $140   

 
Outstanding expenses include fees owed Dubois Center for this weekend, youth programming 
expenses ($60.00 to Claire Goode and $25.00 to Gavin Robey as youth leaders and $40.00 to 
Dawn Amos for supplies).  
 
3. BRQ is responsible for site preparation/housekeeping and cleanup at Illinois Yearly 
Meeting, Wed. June 20- Sun. June 24. Site preparation will take place Sat. June 16- Tues. 
Jun 19.  



The overall coordinators and advance preparation leaders are Beth Schobernd and Erin 
Taylor.  
 
Grayce Mesner is site preparation coordinator. Erin Taylor will see if Christina Schulz 
can help her.  
 
We have still not found a person to be in charge of food for site preparation.  
 
Chris Jocius will be the purchasing coordinator. Chris Goode volunteered to offer the 
insights of his experience in this position.  
 
The housekeeping coordinator will be Steve Tamari.  
 
Peter Lasersohn and Sean West volunteered to be cleanup coordinators.  

 
4. Friends discussed the demands of planning and carrying out programming for our young 
participants. This session we experimented with involving two high schoolers in the 
youth program and paying them a stipend for their efforts. We also considered waiving 
the registration fee for adults who are leading the youth program and are unable to 
participate in the adult program.  
 
We decided that those planning the program for our youth can have the option of paying 
high school-aged assistants and waiving the registration fee for adult youth program 
leaders. We will continue our practice of not asking for fees from those 18 and younger. 
Our treasurer will calculate a suggested increase in monthly meeting donations to BRQ 
given the anticipated increase in the cost of our youth programming. The treasurer will 
report to the spring 2012 on a suggested increase in these donations.  
 

5. Dawn Amos spoke to the importance of the Sixth World Conference of Friends to be held 
in Kenya in April 2012. This gathering happens only once a generation and can have a 
profound rippling effect drawing together Quakers world wide and energizing local 
meetings when attendees return home. The organizers of next year’s conference are 
exerting special efforts to ensure a high attendance from South and Central America, 
Africa, and Asia, and among Quaker youth. To support this endeavor, Blue River 
Quarterly will donate $250.00 to the ILYM Conference Fund and another $250.00 to the 
Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) World Conference Fund. Dawn 
Rubbert will draft an appeal to individuals and other meetings within ILYM to contribute 
to these funds. 

 
6. Spring Quarterly meeting will take place May 4-6, 2012 at Camp Cilca and will feature 
an adult program with Ken and Katharine Jacobsen on “Celtic Christianity and Quakers”. 

 
7. Big Muddy Quakers meet on First Days at 12:00 noon in South St. Louis.  

 
8. We request that all meetings send a “state of the society” report for the spring BRQ 
meeting.  

 
Report on the Adult Program by Margaret Kadrinides 
 

 The theme for the adult/intergenerational program at Blue River Quarterly 
Meeting was “Deepening our Worship and our Relationships.”  Our leader was 



Jean Marie Barch, from the Traveling Ministries program at Friends General 
Conference; she was supported in prayer by April Allison.  Both these Friends 
made themselves available for conversation and fellowship outside of program 
time, as well, and many of us felt blessed to get to know them. 

We did a number of games and exercises, getting to know each other at 
many levels, from who lives with a dog, all the way to the deepest spiritual 
sharing that anyone wanted to do.  After each exercise, Jean Marie led us in 
noticing what we had learned about each other, about ourselves, and about our 
communities.  It was a joyful time, and gave us confidence that each of us has a 
gift to contribute in our Meetings, which will lead to stronger, deeper spiritual 
community. 

During one exercise, we individually identified our visions for our 
Meetings, then listed the qualities that would confirm for us that our visions had 
been accomplished.  Jean Marie invited us, not to select, but to let ourselves be 
selected by one item on the list, and to share that in a triad where each of us spoke 
for three minutes, with only clarifying questions from the others (the format, in 
miniature, of our Spiritual Direction Groups).  The list follows; you may like to 
read it through, and let one item choose you: growth, closer relationships, 
connectedness, shared purpose, intergenerational, activity hub, spiritual openness, 
communal place, God centered, knowledgeable in quakerism, caring for space, 
mentoring/eldering, energy, commitment, peace internal, communal in wider 
world, spiritual intimacy, integrity, work in community, generosity, solves 
problems well, environmental stewardship, patience, seekers, welcoming. 
 
 


