
Blue River Quarterly Meeting Minutes
March 21, 1992

         
The Meeting for Business of the Blue River Quarterly Meeting began with silence at 1:00 p.m. at
the Du Bois Retreat Center near Du Bois, Illinois.  About nineteen (19) Friends gathered for the
meeting opened by Grayce Haworth, temporary Presiding Clerk.

The minutes of the Fall Quarterly were read and approved with minor corrections.

Dawn Ruppert read a prepared State of Society report for the St. Louis Meeting.  Oral State of
Meeting reports were given by Cherie Dupuis for Columbia, Grayce Haworth for Clear Creek
and Peoria/Galesburg, Beth Schobernd for Bloomington/Normal, Katie Hurley for Carbondale
and Paul Schobernd for Friend’s Hill and Decatur based on his visits as Field Secretary.

Cherie Dupuis said that Columbia will have an open house for the new meeting house on May
3rd.  The annual Friend’s float trip will be June 6th.

Paul Schobernd gave a report on his visits with meetings as Field Secretary.

After discussion, it was decided that there should be a Quarterly Meeting treasurer.  Roger
Sherman volunteered for a term to run for two and a half years from the fall 1992 meeting.  This
term would coincide with that of the new clerk.  The normal term will be two years.  Grayce
Haworth will ask the Farmer’s State Bank at McNabb if they would provide a free bank account.

A proposal that monthly meetings subsidize all children’s attendance at Quarterly Meeting was
discussed.  When and if the Quarterly Meeting bank account is set up, monthly meetings will be
asked to consider contributions for this purpose.

A report on Quarterly Meeting’s responsibility for program at Illinois Yearly Meeting was given.

The fall Quarterly Meeting will be held at Camp CILCA near Springfield, Illinois.  Dorm
facilities with heat will be provided if possible.

Appreciation was expressed for Grayce Haworth’s services as clerk for the last two year.  We
closed in silence.

Tom Short
Recording Clerk

STATE OF SOCIETY REPORT
Approved 3/8/92

         
The St. Louis monthly meeting has been led into a period of gathering as we seek unity in that
which is eternal.  Mindful of the need to nurture the seed in ourselves and in others, we have
experienced relatively greater harmony and mutual support.  There is a perception that there is



less speaking but much refreshment in meetings for worship.  The meeting has had periods in
which we have been challenged to examine both the foundations and the superstructure of our
faith and religious life; though these challenges and confrontations dissolve complacency and
stimulate growth, so too do periods of quiet harmony and nurture.  The felt need for this was
expressed in several of this year’s activities.

The peace committee sponsored a 4th of July celebration as an alternative to the more martial
celebrations planned by civic authorities in the wake of the Persian Gulf war.  A moving account
of this community event was printed in Friends Journal.  In the Fall a series of “Friendly dozens”
gatherings provided an opportunity to share and reflect upon “personal, childhood, family &
global experiences of violence.”  The annual Fall gathering was held at Camp Dubois 21-23 of
Ninth Month.  Dr. Lorel Scott led attenders in an exploration of ways to resolve problems in
communication.  In the first month of 1992 Jim and Leslie Stuart conducted a program entitled,
“Making Your Relationship Work” that was attended by a dozen couples.  That same month a
series of Friendly dozens gatherings was held on “Silent Worship: How we sit, how we center,
and when do we speak.”  Our women’s worship/sharing group sponsored a workshop on the 21st
to the 23rd of second month, on “Experiencing the Presence through Sound, Touch & Healing.”
Conducted by Ruth Shilling, whom some of our members had heard at Friends General
Conference, 16 persons attended, including four from other meetings.

The eleventh month newsletter carried a quotation from Faith and Practice regarding punctuality
at meeting for worship.  The concern for punctuality led the meeting in its first month meeting
for worship with a concern for business to decide to resume a practice that had been in abeyance
for many years to close the doors promptly at 10:30, with the provision that those who arrived
later would join the meeting at 10:45 when the children left meeting to go to their First Day
School classes.  The meeting encouraged parents to bring their children into meeting for those
first 15 minutes of worship.

The spiritual life of the meeting has been enriched by regular weekly meetings of the women’s
worship/sharing group and the Friends’ reading group.  The latter has been reading from the
journals of George Fox and John Woolman and Robert Barclay’s Apology.

First Day School has been experiencing irregular attendance, making it difficult for teachers to
plan lessons.  Two classes have been combined due to lack of attendance and a third class may
have to be split due to periodically large child to teacher ratios.  In spite of these uncertainties our
group of dedicated instructors carries on.

The name of our intergenerational meeting has been changed to more accurately describe the
third First Day gathering.  Formerly called, “Junior Meeting for Worship,” it is now the “All
Friends Meeting.”  It is a time of socializing, story telling, and singing to which all Friends are
welcome.

Our high school aged Friends hosted a Quake for Illinois Yearly Meeting young Friends in
December.  Forming and strengthening relationships with Friends of their own age group helped
deepen their ties to Quakerism.  Twenty six young Friends attended and they raised $100 for a



Kenyan student that they have been supporting.

During the year, Laurie Lange, Sheila Ruth, and Kim Breneman were welcomed into
membership.  Sonja Launspach, Linda and Steve Rekas, and Amanda, Art, and Michael Smith,
moved away, taking with them their very special gifts.  We mourned the death 10/20/91 of
Mohan Parikh, who began attending our meeting in 1989 upon moving to St. Louis to join his
daughter.  Friends who attended yearly meeting last summer at McNabb will remember his wide
ranging interests, his gentle manner, his helpfulness, and good humor.  We joyously report the
marriage of Carol Prombo and Randy Cates.  Our resident membership stands at 87.  Attendance
at meetings for worship averages between 65 and 80 and at monthly meeting 20-25.
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