
Blue River Quarterly Meeting of Friends
Saturday and Sunday, October 23-4, 1982
Congregational Church, Decatur, Illinois and homes of Friends

Summary

An experimental format was used on Saturday afternoon and appeared to be successful.  The
afternoon was begun with a half-hour period of silent worship.  There were no state of society
reports.  Small discussion groups around concerns and interests that had been raised at IYM and
last year’s quarterly were incorporated into the meeting, so that we first met as a full group; then,
after a refreshment break, we broke into small groups; finally, we came back together for reports
and further discussion and a very rich meeting for worship.

While the adults were meeting, there was child care for the pre-school children.  All other
children drove up to Springfield to participate in a service project.  This was at the Central
Illinois Foodbank which is under the management of a Springfield Quaker, John Arnold.  The
Foodbank accepts contributions from major corporations which have damaged food packages.
They receive a tax deduction.  The food packages are sorted and distributed at very low cost to
area social service groups.  The children helped to unload and sort cartons of cereal and cornmeal
and to remark them “Not for Sale.”  The afternoon project was developed and facilitated by Mary
Eliot, Carolyn Treadway and Jeff Pascal.

Just before dinner, a film entitled “Ecological Science Fiction” was shown.  This was created and
produced by a group of Urbana-Charripaign junior high Young Friends.  An informal and
delicious dinner served by Decatur Friends, followed by vigorous folk-dancing led by Larry Stout
and Susan Burt combined with socializing around the edges. 

Visiting Friends spent the night with Decatur Friends, and joined in meeting for worship at the
home of a Decatur Friend the following morning.

Many Friends expressed appreciation for a very rich week-end.  Thanks go to Decatur Friends
who put so much effort into the week-end.  It was good to become acquainted with another
monthly meeting.

Minutes

Members from Southern Illinois, Decatur, Clear Creek, Peoria-Galesburg, Bloomington-Normal, 
Urbana, Columbia and Springfield introduced themselves.  St. Louis, Rolla and Friends Hill were
not represented.  Sylvia Johnson and Bob Siedle from the Midwest Office of the AFSC and Lynn
Fitz-hugh, bringing a concern for a peace caravan, were welcomed.

1. Minutes of the April, 1982, Blue River Quarterly Meeting were read.  The sum of the Haworth
Fund was reported to be about $8,000.  It was noted that no meeting present had submitted the
Query on War Taxes to its membership for discussion, as had been requested by the spring



Quarterly.

2. Donna Smith announced that this coming summer Blue River Quarterly meetings are
responsible for food preparation.  A representative from each meeting was to meet at supper to
divide up the duties.  The list of meeting tasks is attached to these minutes.

3. Sylvia Johnson, AFSC Program Coordinator for Disarmament and the Nuclear Freeze,
reported on the various ways information on these issues is being presented.  She indicated
willingness and interest in “heading south” from Chicago in order to give presentations and lead
discussions in our communities.  She agreed to meet with interested people at supper.

4. Helen Jean Nelson gave a report from the Friends World Committee meeting in Kaimosi,
Kenya, at which time the 84th anniversary of Friends in Kaimosi was celebrated.  Forty-five
countries were represented at that gathering.

5. Bob Wixom enthusiastically described the last Quaker Canoe trip and invited any and all
Quakers to join him at the next one in May or June, 1983.

6. Discussion group leaders gave short summaries of concerns to be discussed, after which there
was a refreshment break.

7. For the sake clarity, both the expression of concern and the group reports are listed below.

a. War Tax Resistance (Bob Siedle, Facilitator).  The Query written at the last Quarterly
was read:

Have you considered conscientiously how far your tax payments will support
preparations for war and particularly for nuclear war?  How far does this prospect
commit you and other Friends to conscientious refusal to pay taxes voluntarily?

         
It was agreed that this query should be sent out again for consideration by monthly
meetings, and that a copy should be sent to Among Friends for publication.

The small group saw an AFSC slide show on the subject.  It reported that the World
Peace Tax Fund in Washington, D.C. is pushing a bill in Congress to win C.O. status for
war tax resisters.

b. Revising the IYM Handbook and/or Development of a Faith and Practice for IYM
(Larry Stout).  A letter from Frank Young, Clerk of IYM was read.  This letter was sent to
each monthly meeting explaining the minute agreed upon at IYM which begins the
process of writing a Faith and Practice and revising the Handbook by asking meetings to
study the Handbook and prepare lists of questions and concerns.  Questions were raised,
especially concerning the need for an IYM Faith and Practice.  Some believed that this
would involve a lot of time for no real purpose; others believed that the exercise itself
would be meaningful, and that the product would be our own expression, coming from



our own religious life and experience.  The discussion group reported a clear need to
revise and update the Handbook, and urged monthly meetings to study it and send
suggestions to Larry Stout, 304 S. Evans, Bloomington, IL 61701, or others on the
committee.

An example was given of the value of Faith and Practice beyond Friends Meetings.  An
attorney had asked a member for a copy; he had found it valuable in his practice when
dealing with COs and tax resisters.

c. Concern for the nurture of junior high and high school Younh Friends (Peg Morton).  It
was pointed out that we often lose our children as they reach that age because we do not
develop adequate and appropriate programs for them.  This is perhaps a place where we
can learn from some other churches which put energy and money into programs for this
age group with very positive results.
The small group spent some time sharing personal memories of experiences with high
school church groups, including Anna Mary Wilson’s memory of Harold and Alice
Flitchcraft walking hand in hand up a dirt road at a high school program sponsored by
IYM.  This group recognized the need to consider the issue in a more organized way.  It
felt the concern but no direction for its expression, and agreed that meeting for further
talk would be valuable.  It was appreciative that plans are afoot in St. Louis for a spring
retreat for this age group.  A list was developed of Friends ages 12-18 in Blue River
Quarterly, with 44 names.  This will be reproduced and sent out with the minutes.

d. The Peace Caravan (Lynn Fitz-Hugh).  Lynn reported that pledges and donations from
individuals and meetings are now coming in, and she was able to begin the Caravan work
on October 1.  More money is needed, however, for its successful operation.  Other peace
churches have not uncovered caravaners, and Lynn is still wanting one or two additional
people.  Pledges for the Caravan should be sent to Mary Nurenberg, 60255 Myrtle Rd.,
South Bend, Indiana 1466l4.  Contributions should be sent to Cathy Garra, IYM
Treasurer, 2540 Ridgeway, Evanston, IL 60201.  Lynn expressed an interest in coming to
our communities.  We would need to provide hospitality, community contacts, and
transportation money.  She will be sending brochures to all meetings.  She can be reached
by phone at 312-975-9825, and the Peace Caravan address is Dovetails, 3102 N. Racine,
Apt. 2, Chicago, IL 60657.

         
e. Journalizing (Ella Pascal).  Journalizing (the Progoff method) helps in the inner search
and also has a therapeutic value.  If a group can be found and Ella becomes certified, she
would be willing to lead a workshop.  Until then, people interested can contact Dialogue
House in in N.Y. (800-221-5844) and ask to be put on their mailing list.  It is difficult to
learn the method by reading the book.

8. A concern was raised regarding communication from Quaker organizations to general 
membership.  Somehow some communications simply to not make it.  One problem appears to
be the lack of updated names and addresses.  No action was taken, but Friends were urged to be
aware of the problem and perhaps send documents to more than one meeting member.



9. Interest was expressed in monthly and quarterly meetings having contact with members of the
Wider Quaker Fellowship.  Helen Jean Nelson agreed to supply us with a list so that we could
invite those that live in our region to join us.

The meeting closed with a meeting for worship.

Peg Morton, Clerk, substituting for Helen Soderberg who
was unable to attend

Eva Wilson, Recording Clerk, substituting for Peg Morton


